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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Logistics 

"THROUGH: Deputy Director (Science and Technology) 

Deputy Director (Support) 


SUBJECT: Procurement Action in Support of Project OXCART 

REFERENCE: National Security Action Memorandum 261, dated 

23 September 1963 


1. For sometime now and in conformity with agreements reaffirmed 
last year having to do with the division of procurement responsibility 
between the Office of Special Activities and the Procurement Division, 

Office of Logistics, the latter organization has been engaged in procure- 
ment of certain electronic items peripheral to Project OXCART but 
vitally associated with its ultimate operational success. This procure- 
ment has been primarily associated with those electronics subsystems 
and components which of themselves are not loaded with security impli- 
cations that would increase the risk to the total security of project OXCART. 
In other words these are items which carry a much higher security 
classification only when the hardware is associated with the OXCART 
vehicle. 

2. On 23 September 1963 the referenced NSAM was issued by the 

White House which assigned a highest national priority category for develop- 
ment and production to Project OXCART under the associated cryptonym 

This document reflects the continued interest and 
concern of the Executive Branch shared by the DCI and the Secretary of 
Defense in seeing that project OXCART moves unhindered to its earliest 
possible operational readiness date, 

3. In the past and in the months to come, the Office of Special Activities 
either has or will be levying procurement requirements of the sort noted 
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above on the Office of Logistics. It is vital that the procurement and 
contracting machinery of both the Office of Special Activities and 
Procurement Division, Office of Logistics move forward with the same 
relative .speed to ensure this objective. We would, therefore, ask you to 
advise the Chief, Procurement Division that we will require expedited 
'•action and foreshortened contracting procedures i n these cases whic h we 

will identify to you and to him under the codeword which 

the White House has assigned per the reference document. It should be 
noted, of course, that the use of this term should be restricted to internal 
correspondence only and that steps should be taken to see that industrial 
suppliers not be told of the existence of NSAM 26 1 without prior con- 
sultation with the Office of Special Activities. Your cooperation in 
achieving this goal will be greatly appreciated. r ^ 


Attachment: 

NSAM 261 (copy) 



( yAMi^ A. CtfNNINGHM, J %.J 
Deputy Assistant director 
(Special Activities) 


CONCUR: 

Signed: John F. Blake 


1 7 DEC 1963 


Deputy Director (Science and Technology) 


A 


Deputy Director (Support) 

^ A 



C 
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Distribution 
#1 & #2 - 


O/L ) 

#3 - DD/S&T ) 
#4 - DD/S ) 
#5 - AD/OSA ) 
#6 - D/Tech/OSA 
#7 - CD/OSA 
#8 - PS/OSA 
#9 - D/FA/OSA 
#1 O-B&F/OSA 
#11 - RB/OSA 
#12 - DAD/OSA 
#13 - DAD/OSA 


w/ attach. 


DAD / OSA / JA Cunningham/ mcm 
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COMMENTS (Numbor each comment to show from whom 
to whom. Draw a lino across column after each comment.) 


I believe that we have taken all 
necessary action to see that the 
project described in your memo of 
12 December 196. 1836-63) 

will receive first priority on actions 
placed with the Procurement Division, 
Office of Logistics. In this connec- 
tion please note | [ memo 

to his Branch and Section Chiefs, 
dated 13 December 1963, copy 
attached. 


I have also asked the Director of 
Logistics to notify me of any case 
of delay or inability to meet 
deadlines . 
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Atts: 

Att 1: Memo dtd 12 Dec 63 to D/L 
fm DAD/SA, subj: Procure- 
ment Action in Support of 
Projec t OXCA RT (Cys 1, 2, 
3, 5 o J l >836-631 

Att 2: Memo dtd 13 Dec 63 to OL 
Branches and Sections, fm 
” subj: 

Requisitions of Prime 
Importance fm the Office of 
Special Activities, DD/S&T 
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